January 3, 1990 LB 346, 520, 707, 923-935
LR 8, 229-233

of LRs 229-233, sone of which will be referred to the Reference
Conmittee for referral to theappropriate Standing Conmttee,
others laid over. See pages 123-28 of the Legislative Journal. )

Nr. President, | have amendments to be printed from Senator Hall
toLB 346 and to LB 707. (See pages 128-29 of the Legislative
Journal.)

M. President, | have a proposed rules change offered by Senator
Wesel y. That will be referred to the Rules Conmittee. (See
page 129 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, Senator Lynch would like to remind the body that
there will be a Rules Comrittee meeting at one-thirty in
Room 1517. And, Nr. President, there will be gpn Executive Board
neeting at two o' clock in Room 1520.

Finally, Nr. President, | have requests to add nane to | R8 by

Senator Kristensen and to LB 520 b?/ Senator Smith. (See
pages 129-30 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESI DENT: Ladies and gentlemen, if | could have your attention
just a noment, please. We' re about out of bills to enter, and
I f you have sone, pl ease bring themup quickly and soon <g that

we can do this before we adjourn. We're about ready to adjourn,

but we don't want to shut anybody off that has one cooking.
Incidentally, if you're apout ready to introduce one, but not
quite, please let the Cerk know that one is com ng presently so

that we may wind this up.  Thank you. We' Il not meet this
afternoon, of course.

CLERK: % title for the first time, LBs 923-929. See
pages 130-31 of the Legi sl ative Journal .)

Nr. President, a remnder, the Rules Committee will pe meeting
at one- thlrty this afternoon in Room 1517 and Exec Board will be

neeting at two o' clock in Room 1520, signed by Senators Lynch
and Labeds, respectively.

PRESI DENT: Ladi es and gentl enen, please get your pi|ls in if
you woul d like. We' re about ready to wind this up. Thank you.

Cl RK: Read by titlefor the first time, LBs 930-935. gee
pages 131-33 of the Legi sl ative Journal.
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description of resolution. )
PRESI DENT: Senator Wthem please.

SENATOR W THEM: Yes, Mr. President, menbers of the body, 1'd
like to thank Senator Scofield for offerlng me a chance g5 yse
her as an exanple when we talk about this resolution. Aot of
us, when we see the term badm nton we think about the our
experiences in the back yard 'with famly sort of act|V|t|es and

s got somewhat of a lighthearted [ssponse when eople saw
this. | didn't realize until a year or two ago that PhISIS n
fact, an Ol ynpic recognized sport in 1992, that the United

States along with other countries around the nation il be
fielding an O ynpic teamin the area of badm nton for tWe first
time in 1992. The national headquarters of the United States
Badm nton Association s |ocat ed here in Nebraska. |t iS
| ocated in Papillion, Nebraska. | ocated there, quit

frankly, by...somewhat by accrdent ?hr nk because the executlve

di rector of the aSSOCIatlonv\as lived in Pap||||on and its
activities have taken place within the Gty of Papillion and in

Nebraska. Wat this resolution does, basically, jg take
| egislative note of the fact that the national peadquarters

located in the State of Nebraska, that they do neeg gome support
for fielding a teamfor practice facilities, for other sorts of
activities and that we're urging the c¢jtjzens of Nebraska to

give _support to this worthy organization. I f you have any
questi ons, d be happy to respond to them Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. ¥further discussion'? |f not, the
question is the adoption of the resolution. Al| those in favor

vote aye, opposed nay. Record, Mr. Clerk, please.
CXERK: 24 eyes, 0 nays, Mr. President, gn adoption of LR 230.
PRESIDENT: LR 230 is adopted. LR 231, please.

CLERK: Mr. President, 231 was introduced by Senator Rod
Johnson. It is found on page 125 of the Legi Slativelournal.
(Read brief description of resolution.)

P RESIDENT: Senator Rod Johnson’ Jlust a monent, p|
(Gavel .) Coul d we hold it down a little bit sowecould hear
the speakers a little better. Thankyou. SenatorRodJohnson.

SENATOR R JOENSON: Mr. President, I'd ask the chair to ask
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that this be passed over tenporarily until sone information is
printed 1'd like to distribute to the senators. |t js not ready
yet.  Could | ask that it fall down to the bottomof the [i5st
followi ng Senator Hannibal 's resol ution?

PRESI DENT: Yes, that woul d be okay.
SENATOR R JOLfNSON: Ckay, thank you.
PRESIDENT: Thank you. W' |l go on to LB 232 then.

CLERK: M. President, | R232 offered by Seators Schmit,
Warner, Laedz, Baack and Lynch found on pagel25 of the
Legi slative Journal. (Read brief description.)

PRESI DENT: Senat or Schmt, please.

SENATCR SCHM T: M. President and nenbers, | wi|| just speak
briefly at this time. O her nenbers will address thé resol ution
and then | mght have some closing remarks. There may be some
questions. |' Il be glad to answer those and I'dhjust e t

suggest that this resolution does authorize a conti nuahon o?
the committee and it authorizes the expenditure of sn additional
4200, 000. And Senator Wthemcalled ny attention g the fact
that we may need a rules change that would allow the conmittee
to introduce bills at any tinme during the |egislative session,
so | will discuss the rules change with Senator Wthemat a
later time. But at this time I'd like to ask other |embers of
the committee, Senator Baack, SenatorLynch, Senator Warner,
Senat or Labedz to comrent on the resolution as it stands today.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. I" Il call the ||ghtS as they come on.
Senator Crosby.

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, M. President. |'d |jke to ask two
or three questions of Senator Schmt if he would allow me to and
answer-

PRESI DENT: Senator Schmit, please.

SENATOR CROSBY: First, Senator Schmt, | under stand gnd

appreciate all the work that your comm ttee has done, and
especially in the field of problens of the child abuse. gyt at

this time as | understandjt, you have turned over all the
evidence and so on to the |aw enforcenent authorities, rijght?
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: I don't mind.

PRESIDENT: Thank you for being so cooperative. We'll take it
up after lunch. Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Mr. President, I move that we recess until
one-thirty.

PRESIDENT: You have heard the motion. All in favor say aye.
Opposed nay. We are recessed until one-thirty. Senator

Chambers, we'll take yours wup...Senator Chambers, we'll take
yours up right after...at one-thirty. Okay.

RECESS

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: Members of the Legislature who are hiding out in
their offices, appreciate it if you would come to the sanctuary
SO0 we can start the service. We already have three members here
but we need a few more.

CLERK: I have a guorum present, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Chambers will be here in a moment, and then
we can begin on the...Mr. Clerk, do you want to read in new
bills while we are waiting, please?

CLERK: Mr. President, yes, I do. Thank you, new bills. (Read
for the first time by title: LB 9€9-996. See pages 150-57 of
the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, I have a series of amendments to be printed,
Senator Hefner to LR 231, Senator Wesely to LB 720A, LB 678A,
Senator Withem to LB 259, LB 259A, and Senator Weihing to
LB 505.

Mr. President, 1 will announce now that there will be a
Reference Committee meeting at three o'clock in Room 2101,

Reference Committee at three o'clock. 2102. That is all that I
have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, as you will recall, we are on
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SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: Welcome to this, the fifth day in the Second
Session of the Ninety-first Legislature. For our opening prayer
this morning, we are privileged to have with us Pastor Dale
Holt, Grace Lutheran Church in Walton, Nebraska. Pastor Holt,
please. (Gavel.)

PASTOR HOLT: (Prayer offered.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you so much, Dale. We're pleased to
have you with us. Roll call.

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any announcements, messaq:s or
reports?

CLERK: Mr. Fresident, a report regarding the filing of interim
study reports which is done pursuant to our rules by a number of
committees. That will be inserted in the Journal.

1've also received from the Upper Republican NRD a report
regarding payment of attorney fees which is required by Nebraska
state law. That will be on file in my office. That is all that
I have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. In addition to continued
introduction of new bills, we turn to item 5 on the agenda,
LR 231. Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, LR 231 was a resolution that was
introduced by Senator Rod Johnson. It is found on page 125 of
the Journal. (Read resolution.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: (Gavel.) The Chair recognizes Senat.r
Johnson.
SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr. President, members, I do not wish to

take a lot of the legislative time this morning, but there is a
problem that I think has been brought to light by the students
of our State of Nebraska, in particular my alma mater, Nebraska
Wesleyan and also the University of Nebraska to take a look at
ways that we can replace styrofoam cups which, as this
resolution has indicated, take a number of years to decompose,
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LR 231
nuch | onger than paper products. | was just doing an i nformal
count this morning, as | got here early, and there were, |
think, 15 coffee cups on senators' desks, so | think the way to
remedy this problem is very sinple. Each of us, | think, can
afford a coffee cup. If you can' t, I' ve got sever al down in
office I'd be happy to provide for you but the idea is to Ioml¥

at a problemthat | think more and more people are concerned
with which is the environnent of our state and our country, gnq
this is one way | think that., we as a body, can send a message
to state governnent that we are concerned about trying to find
alternative nmethods of handling the waste problemthat we .
We' |l have a solid waste discussion |ater this afternoon or thIS
nmorning on LB 163, but | guess | would like to ask the body if
they woul d consider, by the passage of this resolution, to
restrict the use of Styrofoamcu s here on the floor of the
Legi sl ature by ourselves and our stafPs so that we can i3 some
way send a message to the people of Nebraska that we are
concerned about our environnent, protecting the ozone la

but, hopefully, contributing to relievi ng sone of the |and |II
probl ems we' ve got in our country and our state. Sepator Hefner
does have an amendrment that will be comng shortly which | ve
no problemwith and | think he will explain it at that tine, but

I would ask for the adoption of the resolution.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hefner. Nr. Clerk, have you an
amendment?

CLERK:. Nr. President, | do. The first anendnent | have s by
Senator Noore, but he is excused until he arrives. | would

then, Nr. President, with your permi ssion, proceed +tg Senator
?efner;s amendment  which is on page 157 of the legislative
ournal.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President, menbers of the body, as yo
renenber, |ast year we passed a bill in regards to degradable
plastics and | comrend Senator Rod Johnson now saying to this
group here, let's not use styrofoam cups anynoreé because |t s
not degradabl e. | ike Senator Johnson said, they would t u
to 300 years. Well, | have facts that says that it S1 e?st
much | onger than that, so I think we need to be mindful of that.
But what ny anendnment does, it says that until we cone up with a
degr adabl e product, 1' ve introduced a bill, the nunber is LB 993

that says by January 1, 1992, nondegr adabl e styrof oam cups coul d
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not be sold in Nebraska after January 1, 1992. Andso what this
amendment says that we would not use styrofoamcups until a
degradabl e product becones avail abl e because | don't think e
want to ban them altogether. If we can nake a degradable
styrofoam | think we should do it. | have been working with
sone chem cal engineers at the University of Nebraska. One
professor that |I' ve been working with is Nilford Hanna and he is

currently conducting research and he does have a styrofoam
product that is degradable and this is nade out of E% percent
cornstarch, so not only are we taking care of the problem y5¢
we have with styrofoam but we' realso hel ping our corn farners

which | think it's just great if we can kill two birds with ne
stone, well, we should do it. And so this is why | amoffering
the anendment. It just saysthat we amend resolve 02 by
inserting after "Legislature” “until a degradable product is
mar ket ed", and you' |l find this anendnent to the y(esolution on
page 1S7. So at this time | would urge you to support this
amendnment to this resolution. |f you have any questions, 1'd be

real happy to answer themfor you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Di scussi on, questi ons, on the
amendment offered by Senator Hefner. senator Chambers.

gENATORSHf\NBERS: Ilalr. Chai rlrlmn and nenbers of the Legislature,

enator erner, wou you te me agaln where you language
attaches in the resolution and how it would tmen ¥eao[? guag

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hefner.

ENATOR HEFNER: Gkay, Senator Chambers, do you havethe
resol ution before you?

SENATOR CHANBERS:  Uh-huh.

SENATOR HEFNER: Okay, we would add a fifth Wereas.

SENATOR CHAMBERS:  Okay.

SENATOR HEFNER: Wiereas University of Nebraska professor
Hilford Hanna is currently conducting research to develop
degradabl e styrof oam products, and then we would amend resolve
nunber 2 by, that's a little further on down.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: | have it.
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SENATOR HEFNER: You have it? We would insert after
"Legislature"...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Which Legislature?

SENATOR HEFNER: The last one.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay.

SENATOR HEFNER: ..."until a degradable product is marketed".

SENATOR CHAMBER3: That the Legis...it would then read, that the
Legislature ban the use of styrofoam containers by senators and
staff of the Legislature until after...

SENATOR HEFNER: Until a degradable product is market-..

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Mr. Chairman and members of the
Legislature, why would we try to tell our employees that they
cannot use styrofoam containers at home? I would like to ask
Senator Rod Johnson.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Johnson, would you respond?
SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Yes, I would.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Why would we try to tell people what, just
because they work for us, what kind of containers they can use
in their private lives?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Well, Senator, it was pointed out to me
this morning that our intent in this resolution was to ban the
use of styrofoam cups solely on the floor of the Legislature and
in this body. but as you have pointed out, the language is
somewhat ambiguous as to whether we are going on record saying
that we will ban all use of the styrofoam preduct, both in and
outside of the Legislature because they are our employees. We
do not wish to do that. I guess the message we are saying is,
obviously, we'd like them not to use them at home, but we can't
bound them to that, but we would like at least to ask them to
not use the product here in this hallowed halls of the
Legislature.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Rod Johnson, if we're serious though,
why don't we just pass a law and ban the use of styrofoam
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because I'm sure McDonald's, Burger King and these other fast
food outlets cause much more damage in terms of this product
than any amount that would be used by legislators or our staff.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Senator Chambers, I believe that Senator
Hefner does have a bill in that does begin to talk about that
very situation and I think he can explain further as to what his
intent of that bill might be, but...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: In 1992, 1 think he said.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: That might be the case, I'm sorry.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Rod Johnson, if this resolution is
not passed, what will be the consequences?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Well, I think, unforturiately, we will have
failed to send a positive message to the students at Nebraska
Wesleyan University, University of Nebraska and University of
Kansas and others who have taken similar steps to ban the
styrofoam cups on their campuses and...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay, do you think styrofoam is a health
nazard in and of itself?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Yes, I do.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: These cups? So if somebody drinks out of a
styrofoam cup, they may contract some kind of dread disease. ..

SENATOR R. JOHNMNSON: Oh, no, no, sir, not healthwise, but I
think to the problem that it is contributing to our landfill
problem and the potential of burning the product and what it
night do to the ozone layer is...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Would you consider cemeteries to be a form of
landfill?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: No comment.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you.
SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Members of the Legislature, a.cohol and
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tobacco cause more deaths than could ever be envisioned through
any use of styrofoam. You're not supposed to drink on the floor
of the Legislature or on state property but you can consume it
someplace else. You can get the demijohn some place off
legislative premises, then come back with the alcohol in the
demagogue who then can come to the floor. So I would rather see
the Legislature send this positive message by saying, no
senators...no functions to which senators are invited willi serve
alcoholic beverages and that no tobacco procdlucts will be smoked
or used on the floor of the Legislature, in senators' offices by
memhers of the Legislature or their staff. But see, that gets
directly to something that we want to do that gives us pleasure
and a type of high. Our drugs, when [ say our, that's an
editorial, "our”, I don't use any of these things. I would much
rather see us do that than to do what we're attempting to do
with this resolution, so...

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...because I...

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Haberman, followed by
Senator Morrissey.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members of the body, Senator
Johnson, would you yield to a question, please?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Johnson, would you respond?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Yes.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Senator Johnson, I have a note of concern
from a fellow senator and he more or less asked me to ask you

this question.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Sure, I realize Senator Moore is not here
this morning.

SENATOR HABERMAN: What happens to the plastic containers that
we put fishing worms in?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: What happened to them?

SENATOR HABERMAN: Yes, can we use plastic...
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SENATOR R. JOHNSON: I'm not a fisherperson, so...

SENATOR HABERMAN: Can we use plastic containers for fishing
worms?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: 1 suppose we can, sure.
SENATOR HABERMAN: You can?
SENATOR R. JOHNSON: I don't know, Senator.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Do you suppose Senator Hefner would have the
ar.swer?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Sure, I'm sure he would. He might fish, 1
don't.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Senator Hefner, will you answer a question,
please?

SPZAKER BARRETT: Senator Hefner, would you respond.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Senator Hefner, when somebody goes fishing
and we sell thousands and thousands of thousands of fishing
licenses, those fishermen go and buy a cup of worms to use,
worms you put on a hook when you fish. Will they be able to use
these plastic cups or foam cups for that?

SENATOR HEFNER: This resolution doesn't say anything about
worms, it just says that senators drinking...

SENATOR HABERMAN: So you're saying then that foam cups or
plastic cups or whatever we'll be able to use for worms, is that
correct?

SENATOR HEFNER: Senator Haberman, I have introduced a bill,
LB 993, and that says food containers. Are worms food?

SENATOR HABERMAN: You bet they're food to fish.
SENATOR HEFNER: Then eventually they would be...
SENATOR HABERMAN: Oh, Senator Hefner, I'd hate to have the

wrath of the fishermen come down on my head, but I guess we'll
have to postpone this discussion since nobody really wants to
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say yes or no, so thank you very much. Thank  you,
Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Norrissey, please, Senator Chanbers on
deck.

SENATOR NORRISSEY: Yes, Nr. Speaker, penbers, Senator Chanmbers,

| would gladly sign a resolutionif you want to bring it to
elimnate all of ny drugs fromthe coffee, tobacco, from the
floor of the Legislature or the building. | needto be pressed
sonmetines to elinminate those fromny lifestyle. This resol utlon
is very inportant, | feel. Yousawthe reaction when tg Keep
Fremont Beautiful Conmittee reconmended no nore hot air ball oons
or no nore heliumballoons or any balloons at the University of
Nebraska football games. Sone people conpletely |ost it over
t hat . Some editorials frommajor newspapers said,ye|| that
doesn't contribute significantly to the problem of trash and
litter and killing animals, whatever you will. pNeither does one
styrofoam cup. Nei t her does the fact that | nmay crunple up a
cigarette pack and throw it out along a highway on the way home.
That one cigarette pack and that one styrof oam cup does not
significantly to the problem but the nmain problemthat | see I'n
Nebraska is the m nd set of the people as proven by that Frenont
and Bi g Red balloon fiasco, if you will. | comrend the Frenont
committee for bringing that. The bj ggest problemin this state
is changing the people's mind set on"this issue. \Wein Nebraska
don't realize that there is a trash problemin the country
because we have, for so long, had free trash di sposal,
unregul ated landfills, and no rules and we don't see the garbage
our sel ves novi ng around t he country, or the garbage train nmoving

around the country. W don't realize that New Jersey or some
sta=e back east was trying to buy" 2,400 acres ¢ i
Mexico to ship their trash across the country to a Iandf PI

we can make light of this all we want but it's a first step
changing the minds of the people inNebraska and that iIs goi ng
to be very inmportant this year and next year because we have 4
convince the'se folks that this is a big problem it is a
mounting problemand they'd better realize it because there is a
| ot of people around the country that are looking a5t Nebraska,
New Mexi co, South Dakota, Woming as the great wide open spaces,
reat wi de open spaces that we can store our trash in and if we
on't get our own problemunder control, we're not going to
able to keep these people out and | think this 1s avery goog
first step and if you want to go beyond that, there's a |,
paper in this building that we could be recycl ing and nany ot her
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steps that we could take. This is a mnor step towards a big
problem and we' re going to have to address that problem by
taking quite a few small steps and this wll go along \wavs in
affecting the people's nmind set, realizing thattrashis a
problemin this state and in this country and that g have to
start addressing it now. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and nenbers of the Legislature,
I wasn't able to hear everything Senator Morrissey o |
don't know if he thinks that my position is meking I|€h? of* What
is being attenpted. What |I'mtalking about is priorities. It's
very easy for us, as a Legislature, to try (o give the
i npression that we're |eading the way on sopethjng, but those
i ssues on which we choose to |ead the wayare |ng| gnH‘lcant in
terms of what it is that we do. We can do things. . b
Ieg'i slation. We don't have to pass nonbinding resol uti ong tha¥
don't nean anything Now if you pass this resolution and | cone
up hers. with a styrofoamcup, what is going to happen to ne? |s
the Sergeant at Arns going to come down here and try to take
away from me? Are you going to send an arned state trooper to
put a pistol on me and say, give it up, Senator Chanbers, o gare
you going to find the ones who are nenbers of the body who feg|
they are strong enough to whip ne and naybe want to try it, to
come over and say, get it out of here or we' Il do this and ih,g
and so? That 's what |'m talking about. A lot of tines

resolutions come in and the purpose ay pe . | audable but the
Legi sl ature, when it conmes to the nub ofy serious proBJ ens, tbacks

away . Senat or Hefner wants corn products used. |; {akes nore
of a corn substance to produce one of these bags (pan it does
pl astic so you have nore of it because it would be PFI nsi er.

takes nmore of that to nake a thicker bag and then if you put it
inthe landfills as they are dealt with now and it's packed

down, it has...there js no access for sunlight, air or water.
So even if it is so-called degradable, it will not degrade
because a substance isnecessary to act on it, wi|| not inpact
on it. | can understand Senator Hefner wanting to do this gg an
economi ¢ boon for the farmers of this state, put we ought to
call a thing what it is and not pretend by flying a fa?se flag
that we' re concerned about the environnent. I'd  much rather

hear Senator Hefner, if he is concerned about that, tal k about
these chemcals that threaten to contanmi nate the envi ronment ,

the groundwater and even the products that are produced, but
those things are not going to be touched because farners want to
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use those things to try to maximze yield, to maximize profit.
with no regard for the inpact on the citizens who consune the
product or the future generations that night be harmed from the
residue of those chemcals. This is an exercise in sleight of
hand, not by Senator Johnson who brought it, he stated in the
resolution why he brought jt. But there are much more
significant things we cando if we're concerned about the
environment and this resolution, to me, does not express concern
about the environnent. It's  one of those cosnetic types of
things that Legislatures around the country love to do g5 that
the posturing can occur when it's convenient to do So. We are
very quick to neddle, as a Legislature, in the most intimate
aspects and personal decisions of citizens, but when it comes to
the | egi slature doing sonething that would infringe on what the
| egislators want to do for convenience, noway, Jose. I ave
been of fended by every invitation | get that'is sent to me from
these various organi zations, gnd as a result | don't even
respond to them that says there will be a nood nodification
hour or an attitude adjustment hour or a happy hour or \ hateve
termthey call it to |let you know that al cohol will beserved.
Then we pass |aws that will punish people if ihey use alcohol
under certain circunstances or if they are befomya certain age.
W' |1 punish them but then our conduct, 55 |egislators, in not
attending many functions unless alcohol is a partof the fare,
glvlelzs adifferent message and it shows what the Legislature
really is.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: It is difficult to find politicians who can
be held up as role nodels for our young people. we all know the
fine words to say because various senators have staff menbers

who will ~ do research and prepare statements for themto read
into the record, but the thing to do is to check our conduct and

I, who say, put the young people in jail and take their |icense
for drinking, do | drink? Those are the things that | think are
i nportant . I'" Il bet there are senators here who attended the

Governor's function where al coholic peverage ere serve
state property as a result of a waiver vﬁ?cﬁ sWe got gut v9ni en
others cannot get probably, andchildren were there. So we' re

going to say we' Il teachthe children respect for the
envi ronment by not using styrofoamcups in the Legislature, p;t

we will attend functions of the kind that the. Governor had. The

hypocrisy reeks to high heaven, stinks to high heaven. The reek
of it is a stench in the nostrils of anybody in heaven if there
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is a heaven and if there is anybody there, Senator Hefner.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR CHANBERS; For that al cohol is far nore destructive of
human beings in lives and values than styrofoamcould g pe.
If you continue with alcohol, you don't have to worry about
future generations.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Beck, followed by Senator More.

SENATOR BECK: Thank you, Nr. President and nmenbers of the body,
just a word on this. | think after Senator Chambers' elo uent
speech here, | j ust wanted to get back to t%e resolutio
someone wants to enter a resol ution such as Senator Chambers has
menti oned, maybe they should and maybe we should vote on that,
but we' re not tal king about that today and we are talking about
doing our part, just a little part. | don't feel that it
hypocrisy on my part to use a china cup or a ceramc cup or’a
tin cup and wash it rather than another styrofoam cup. hIS |s
a problemand this is a way we solve it, little bits at tine
And if we want no alcohol, no tobacco resol utions,

it to the body and let us vote on it, but we' reta|k| ng abo%t
sonething that is affecting our environment and even though we
don't notice it so much in Nebraska because we' re fortunate
enou?h to have the w de open spaces, it is a trenendous problem
and m just standing here to support Senator Norrlssey and say,
ditto, ditto, ditto ad infinitum because what:".c says is rigny
Ve do_have a problem and we need to start where we can and \%e re
starting wit little resolutions and for someone to infer that
that person who brought the resolution brought ~t as an ot of
hypocrisy is not right. |t's not right for those of us who are
concerned about the environnent. I'm concerned  apout alcohol
too and tobacco too and what it does to people. I'm also
concerned about the garbage stream and flow in Nebraska and in
this state and, as a guardian of those future generations, |I'm

willing to start here. |'malso willing to go further if that' s
what people want to do, and | just feel that these words gshould
be mentioned and | want to support SenatorJohnson in his
thoughtfulness to bring a resolution to raise our consciousness
to the problemthat wehave around us. Too manypeople are
satisfied with the fact that they can take everything out to the
cur bsi de and the garbage man will come and get it. Vell, t he
garbage.. re running out of pl aces to put this and wete
runni ng out of garbage men to pick it up and I, {5 one feel
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that we ought to attempt to do something and so I agree with
Senator Johnson and Senator Morrissey. &And, in a sense, I agree
with Senator Chambers as well, but let's talk about what we're
talking about and that happens to be the problem that we have
with the disposable things and the litter that we leave about
us. So thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Further discussion on the Hefner amendment,
Senator Moore, followed by Senator Chambers.

SENATOR MOORE: Mr. Speaker and members, if Senator Hefner would
yield to a question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hefner, please.
SENATOR HEFNER: Certainly.

SENATOR MOORE: Yes, Senator Hefner, the way your amendment
reads, I am correct in saying that the ban would be effective
immediately and it would only be lifted on styrofoam cups at the
time there was a biodegradable styrofoam cup, rorrect?

SENATOR HEFNER: That's right. We probably shouldn't say
biodegradable, we should just say degradable because some of
the...they will be photodegradable too and photodegradable means
like if you toss them in the ditch or some other place, then the
sunlight would degrade them too.

SENATOR MOORE: But your amendment makes the ban effective
inmediately.

SENATOR HEFNER: You are absolutely correct.

SENATOR MOORE: Correct, now some questions of Senator Johnson.
SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Yes.

SENATOR MOORE: Senator Johnson, you Kknow, obviously, I'm
assuming you would at least agree with Senator Hefner that the
ban should become effective immediately.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Yes.

SENATOR MOORE: Okay, well, do you hkave any idea of the

practical problems that creates for the Legislature and the
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Pages, you know, as far...l mean,are you aware of the fact that
right now on a given day we use about 100 styrof oam cups, the

Pages do and the Legislature. Are you aware of that'?
SENATOR R. JOHNSON: No, I'm not.

SENATOR MOORE: Wel |, that's according to the page supervisor.

Or. a given day, on a busy commttee day use about
| CO styrof oam cups. Now, | passed out the arrendmant that | have
filed and for that reason |'mgoing to oppose Senator Hefners

amendment because | think it sounds good and |l ree wi h
Senator Norrissey and Senator Beck and Sena?tor Cﬁanbers but t

fact of the matter is we don't have a3 way to deal with the
situation. Now, tomy know edge, do you have anyproposal
deal with the situation at hand if you pass this?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: ~ Senator, |, before you got +tg the fl oor,
offered to provide each senator with a gl ass cup. I' ve got
pl enty down in ny office.

SENATOR NOORE: And who is. . and the Pages are responsible  for
washi ng those cups in between usage?

SENATORR. JOHNSON: Well, either | or ny staff intends to wash

my own cups, but, Senator, I' Il tell you this. |'|| go to the
grocery store tonmorrow and buy you some paper cups (t;hat can be
used for the staff and the Pages. I't woul d probabl y cost me
about $5, but I'mconmitted to do that if that's a |l ogisti cal

problem but | don't think it is, to be very blunt with you.

SENATOR MOORE: | think it's a |ogistical problem | nmean, I' ve
talked to some whol esalers and the cost would be at |east three
tinmes as much to find a paper cup that would not be as good, 44
I''mgoing to oppose Senator Hefner's anendnent. You know, i f
Senat or Hefner s anendnent is adopted. | guess | vull just pull
m ne but ﬁassed out ny anmendnent . It sinply says we ree
with everyt ing in nature, but since we're starting the seSS|go
between now and next year we will come up with sonething
different and it would adhere to the intent, would adhereto the
intent of Senator Morrissey. CObviously, he is correct.that gpe
cup does make a difference, but on the other hand | think we
have to be reasonable and practical. I think that is a
reasonabl e conproni se. It sends the right message that we are
indeed concerned about the use of styrofoam cuyps, but on the
other hand, it takes into account the practical problens of
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going forth with something like this here today. | would simply

urge the defeat of Senator Hefner's amendnent and then the
subsequent adoption of mne and noving ahead wth a very serious

of statenent, a very serious statenent, obviously, we've
probably taken nore than anple tine up this norning already.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chanbers, Senator Schi nek next.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and nmenbers of the Legislature,

Senator Beck, you didn't listen very well. | didn't say that ny
remarks were directed to Senator Johnson, | didn't say he was
hypocrite, | said that he stated in his resolution hisreason

for bringing it. So sometimes ears should pay g4 |ittle re
attention or a brain should pay a little nore attention to”\ﬁrlat
comes into the ear's. The hypocrisy | tal ked about was in terms
of the Legislature trying to take a position on a matter Iike

this while it i gnores far more serious dangers to the
environnment and to the popul ace, the attendance by |egislators
at functions where al coholic beverages are served, gnd|' |l d

to that the fact that many of these organi zations feel that the

only way they can get sone senators to come is to offer
alcoholic beverages. So | think what you need to do is rightly
divide the words that | speak; here 5 |ittle, there a |ittle

line upon line, and. you know what |'mreferring to when say
t hat . But regardl ess of what the reaction is to my remar kS, |
stand by every one of themthat | nmade and I' |l nake themevery

time | get the opportunity. Politics, as Terry Carpenter said,
is a dirty, douhle-crossing gane,andhe added, that's whyhe
loved it. Politics is a game wherein people say things that “are
not reflected by conduct. | say that, as a Legislature, we have

the power to enact laws. g5 jf we mean what we' re savin wh
don't we enact laws that really go to the heart of £rd pg'obl one

The problemw th styrof oam containers of any kind of variety

styrof oam products is not how many cups will be used by menbers
of the Legislature or their staff. pNobody in this Legislature
would dare enact a bill or offer one that would |inpact on

NcDonal d's use of those containers and what | really believe
that NcDonald's is really a cover for a factory or an industr
that sells these paper and styrofoam products. You go _ t
NcDonal d's and buy anything, you get noreaper and st%/rofoam
than the product that you buy. And some of the products that

they put between the bread tastes simlar to cardboard, paper or
styrof oamor some of those other items. Byt you're not going to
stand up to NcDonald's. You're not going to stand up to Burger

King. You' re not going to stand up to the dairy people. vyou' re

= <0
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not going to stand up to anybody, and after this is passed a
profound statement has been nmade by the Legislature, 3 profound

statenment. We make profound statements through | egislation.

That's  how we determine policy. [|f we' rejust tal king about
what we would like to see and, therefore, offer a resoluti. on
instead of a piece of legislation, |1'd rather see us deal wth

the i ssue of abortion in that fashion. We woul d counsel peop| e
to do this, we advise themto do this, we would like to see them
do this, but we' re not going to bring forth the power of the
state and the crinminal justice systemto conpel people in ipheir

pr=vate lives to do things that certain members of the
Legi sl ature and those of various religious persuasions feel is

in their best interest, therefore, they better do it or face
crimnal sanction. Those are the areas we ought to deal wth by

resolutions if we' ve just got to say something. There | a
statement that we' re all famliar with, if you can't beat tﬁem
join them [|' Il still speak against resolutions that | disagree
with, but they' re going to continue to be offered so |'m going
to start offering resolutions this session nyself. aAnqone of
themthat I'mgoing to offer will deal wth one of the most
m sunder st ood creatures.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: . ..on the face of the earth and especially in
an agricultural state and that is the poor grasshopper, galias
the |ocust, msunderstood, sl|aughtered on sight by the mllions.
Everybody hates them, and all they really do is have a little
song that they sing, make the world a better place. Theydon't
sting people, .they don't bite people.  youy talk about killing
all the bees and we' ve got a nenber of this Legislature who
woul d be very upset and yet bees sting you. Sol've got gome
resolutions in mnd. | just want that into the record here, but

I don't think this resolution is appropriate because there is
sonething far nmore significant that we could do if e hag t he

belly for it, so | will not support ijt. And | have one
guestion...how nuch tine do | have, Nr. Chairnman?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Three seconds.

SENATOR CHANBER:  Then | will not ask the question at this tine.
SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. SenatorSchimek.

SENATOR SCHINEK:  Nr. Speaker, 1'm going to resist tenmptation
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and |'mgoing to call for the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, that will not be necessary, yours
was the last light. Senator Hefner, would you care to makea
closing statenment on your amendment ?

SENATOR HEFNER: ~ Nr. President and nmenbers of t he body, |
certainly would like to make a closing statenent. I really
don't know where we' re coming fromhere. A my amendment says
that styrofoam cups would be banned until e come up with a
degradable styrofoam | don't think that's all bad because we
certainly can use the cups we' re using or we can use paper cups
orwe can use other things. | mean, why do we need to use
styrofoan?  Styrofoamis causinga |lot of " problens jn our
landfil because it is not degradable and I'm not saying that
degradable styrofoamis going to answer all the questions,
Senator Chambers. But in the bill, LB 993, and |I'mtaking on
the big boys, I'mtaking on Big Nac, I'm taking on wendys
taking on Burger King, but | think it's time that we say’ that we
need to do something. By the same time, we can al so hel p our
farmers. Agriculture is our nunber one industry in Nebraska

why shouldn't we try to help then? Andin my bill , LB 993, ang
| don't wishto cover that too much, put I say in there
degradabl e, recyclable or returnable. And in talki ng to sone of
the landfill operators and in talking to sone of the people that
are recycling garba\lﬂ%e, separating it and like that, they say it
makes no difference ether this plastic is degradable or not.
It is still recyclable, reusable and so | think thisis a
wonder ful opportunity for us. Scott Noore, | think you're

absolutely wong if you want to defeat my anmendnent because what
this would do, it says that we ban styrof oam cups until we have
a degradabl e styrofoam And so | would just urge you to support
this amendment to the resolution and then support the
resolution. I think it's time that the Legislature set an
exanple, try to solve sonme of our problens, and| think this is
one way we can do it . Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: You' veheard the closing and the question is
the adoption of the Hefner amendnent to LR 231. All in favor

please vote aye, opposed nay. Record, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 1 nay, Nr. President, on adoption of Senator
Hef ner' s amendnent .

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Hefner amendment is adopted. Nr. Clerk.
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CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Moore would move to amend the
resolution. (Moore amendment appears on page 252 of the
Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Moore.

SENATOR MOORE: Yes, Mr. President, I'll take about 30 seconds.
I don't want to take time, but the fact of the matter is that I
mentioned after calling some wholesalers, there is no wholesaler
that had a product that fit the description they could sell us
Z0 use in here. The only thing, if you adopt it the way it is,
starting at ten o'clock, the only way...you can't use styrofoam
cups, you have to use a glass container. Now Senator Johnson
nentioned that he was aware of some paper products, as I said,
there was no wholesaler that would sell us anything suitable for
a hot product. And so I don't know if there is anything there,
g0, for that vreason, quite simply, and also because I think
fenator Hefner is right with his amendment, between now and
January of next year there may very well be a product that will
fit our description that we can use, but for the sake of
practicality for the way we operate here, this simply says it
goes into effect in '91 and that's all I want to say about it,
ana if you like it, fine, if you don't, that's fine too.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion on the Moore amendment,
S2nator Chambers, followed by Senators Rod Johnson and Landis.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
I'd like to ask Senator Moore a question. Senator Moore, all
that your amendment does is say that 1991 session will be the

day.
SENATOR MOORE: Yes.

SENATOR CHAMEERS: Okay, thank you. Is...Senator Johnson, 1I'd
like to ask you a question.

SE{IATOR R. JOHNSON: Yes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: 1f Senator Moore's amendment does not pass
and this resolution will take effect now, what's going to happen

if 1 have a styrofoam cup or some other styrofoam object on my
desk here?
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SENATORR. JOHNSON: we||, |' || probably have to bring the
Sergeant at arme in to take them away, no, | don't know,
Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And what, the term "use", yse for what? You

can't have a styrofoamcup to put pencils in? Orto put candy
in?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: No. That's correct, yes.
SENATOR CHANBERS: Then why don't they say possession?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: I don't know.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Why don't we ban possession of it? Because
with drugs, you possess it with the intent to deliver angt ey
get you. They don't get you for using it. They night get ou
it  you're driving a car under the influencte, but 9hey on' t
arrest sonebody because the% used marijuana agnd a test shows
you' ve got it on your breath. sSowhydon't wemake a possession
law and make it against the Legl slature's policy to possess
styrofoam either for use or delivery or any purpose? With
Senator Hefner's talk about these degradable products,it' s
clear again that he's interested in the econom c advantage .,
can redound to farmers jf corn products are used in place of
plastics and | think he makes no pones about that. Senator
Hef ner is not known as an environnentalist and |'m sure he Wou?d
not dreamof a bill to stop the use of certain harnful chenicals
in farmng operations. No, because that inpacts on how nuch
noney is going to be made, so we have to call these things \hat
they are and if you epact this then I'mgoing to bring a
styrof oam cup on my desk and if sonmebody puts thei'r hands on mg,

then they are going to see nme respond to a challenge. I'm ore
offended by people who blow smoke around npe than I am by
somebody using a styrofoam cup, and does that stop jt? No .

Does that stop usfromtrying. . do we stop smoking so we won' 't
give the wong nessage to the children? pNo. The drinking? No.
I'mgoing  to vote against the resolution because, despite
Senator Johnson's reason for bringing it, the resolution itself
and the Legislature's endorsement of jt is not going to do
anything of significance, period. W' re not like a coffee club
or a nei ghborhood organi zation which has ¢tgq try to influence

| egi sl ation. We are the legislators. And by the way, somebody
told me that Burger King uses all paper, soif | had indicated
that they used styrofoam |wasin error. Burger King uses
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paper already, but the part about what some of the products
taste like, | don't change that. After this resolution passes,

which |"msure it will do..
SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What about all the glass that is taken to
landfills and the tin cans and the bed springs and all these
other objects that are not degradable in any way, under any
circumstances'? Wiat about all that? ~ Wy " doesn't the
Legislature pass a resolution saying we will not use any
products that wind up in a landfill "that are not degradable, gng
then Senator Johnson can't use a glass cup or a ceramc cup to
drink coffee in. Wiy don't we get rid of these metal
m crophones and the plastic ball-point pens and nake everything
be done wi th wooden pencils and require themto be used down g
a half an inch of the eraser? Oh, and they can't have erasers
because | don't know that the erasers are degradable. We take
certain things, place a synmbolic act and try (g give the
i mpressi on sonet hing has been done when, in effect, npothing of
substance has occurred at all.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Rod Johnson.

SENATORR. JOHNSON: Nr. President, nenmbers, this debate has
bi odegraded to a point where 1'd like to nmove on as quickly g
possible, but, you know, the issue at hand | think is not
necessarily the health of the 49 menbers in this pg nd th
staff and the Pages in this room it happens to be t%g %ealth 0?
our planet and what we do to destroy that planet and | think
that we' re trying in a very inconsequential resolution to nake a
statenent to the people of Nebraska that we are concerned gphout
those things that are contam nating our groundwater, thatare
polluting the soil, that are going to be in those landfills ¢or
three to 500 years, and | guess |'mjust sinply at a point
trying to say that it's tinme that we wake up to he fact that
somet hing has to be done. W have to change the attitude of the
public. I think Ernie is right, Senator Chanbers, | believe
more needs to be done in the areas of recycling. That is, quite
frankly, the best environnmentally sound response to the

pol lution problem Unf ortunately, that takes a significant
change in attitude and also in the methods in which e dispose
of our waste. | would sinply say this. | would ask that the

body reject the Noore anendment because if you don't want to (o
anything this year, simply vote against the resolution. Then
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next year we can cone in and debate the issue again and at ipat
time Scott can bring ys his products that he thinks night be
nore cost effective than the ones that mght be made 4t pape
but, at this point, it's senseless to continue to debate if
there is no interest in the subject and all you're doing s
basically delaying a resolution that can be passed next year, ¢g
I would say vote against the Noore amendnent and if you have
probl ens, as Senator Noore and Chanbers have, then | suggest you
vote red and if you want to contribute to trying to attack the

problem then | would hope that vyou'd vote to support the
resolution.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: Nr. Spaaker, menbers of the Le |S|at ure, |

don't know which is nore irritating, the hour that we" ve spent
on this resolution or Senator Chanbers offering to duke ;{ gyt
with the Sergeant-at-Arns over wrether or not he's got a

styrofoam cup on his desk. h of th
If we' re going to do anything her% 1 o$e 8re pretty |r;)| tsitrlngg
0

Let's take this to our Exec Board and stop buy| ng styro am cups’
and leave it at that. [If you ve got them andyou want to bring
themup here, fine, but we, as purchasers, ‘could stop buying
these things without ordering our individual members to do
anythin yes or no, pro or con, about what we're going to do

I woul suggest we withdraw the Noore motion. withd

Johnson motion, take this to the Exec Board and basmafﬁy have
ROd Johnson say, let's StOp buy| ng Sterf oam cups. There' s
either better products or make this our own personal
responsibility to drink out of a cup, but We' re not going to buy
styrof oamcups and let it go at that. on't haveto have
a resolution ordering all of our indivi ual Be avior as to o
we can or cannot have on our desks and make this a decision as a

consumer of what products we will buy or will not buy in the
mar ket pl ace, and let that be our voice. |t seens to me all
have to do is stop buying these thingsfor that statenent that
Rod Johnson wants to be made, to be made. It costs, saves us
sone noney, It has us not buy a bio. product t hat
unfortunately, quite bad for the environnent and puts ack to

each of our own personal responsibilities how we' re going to
have our coffee handled and that is probably just as reasonabl e
and fair as anything that | can think of here. | don't want to
go on on our time, but | guess | have to register nmy irritation
with this format because the resol ution which is poorly rafted
does aim at our individual behavior as opposed to our collective
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behavi or as consumers which is a reasonable topic for us to talk
about, and in the format of the Executive Board, ot the fl oor
of the Legislature.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Continue discussion on the Noore amendment,
before recognizing Senator Hefner, the Chair jspleased to
advi se that Senator Hefner does have guests under the porth

balcony, Nr. ard Mrs. James L. Gray, Sr. fram Col eridge,
Nebraska, who just happen to be the grandparents of one 4f our
Pages, Scott Gray. Wil d you folks please stand and be
recogni zed by the Legislature. Thank you. We're pleased to

have you with us. Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr . President and nembers of the body, | (ise
to Oppose Senat or Mbore's anendnent because | don't see an y
reason to wait a year. We have these glass or crockery cups to
use, so | see no reason to use the nondegradabl e styrofoam cups.

| think Senator Johnson has pointed out a very inportant problem
that we have. We have a problemin our |andfills, we have a
Erobl em of disposing of these styrofoamcups, and so | think the
egislature should set an exanple. | don't see where it would
create any hardship on anybody. Also, you can buy paper cups at
the supermarket or at the grocery siore convenience
store that will takecare of, that wiII handle hot food or hot
I'iquids. So | don't knowwhat the problem And, Senator
Chanbers, Senator Chanbers, | was pushing using corn but you can
use other materials too, |ike now some of the researchers are
using potato peelings, potato peelings to make degradable
plastic or degradable styrofoam Also, you canuse wheat and
vou can use other products, put the Unlversjty of Nebr sk
chem sts are using cornstarch and they have applied for LRRNE
on degradable styrofoam and so | woul d just like to see t he
Legislature take a |ead and saying to are
serious, we want to do sonething about thls proBI emandthls
woul d be a good way to start. | just feel we ought to vote down
Serator More's amendnment and go ahead with Senator Johnson's
resolution.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chanbers, followed by Senator Pirsch.

SENATOR CHANBERS Nr . .Chai rn‘an,. rmnbers of the Leaqi sl ature, and
to Senator Landis, you done it again, you have done it again.
If a statement is to be made by the |egislature, it would pe
much better if it were one of substance of the kind that he
mentioned. But | wouldn't want it to be |jpited to styrofoam
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cups. | would want the Executive Board, with the concurrence of
the Legislature, if we' re fighting against these styrofoam
products, and | want Senator Norrissey and Senator Beck to pay
particular attention, put your think.  your |istening caps on.
Let us take a positionthat will prevent the state from
pur chasi ng any styrof oam products, from purchasing any products
from any company that will deliver themin a styrofoam
cont ai ner . Senator Hefner is not sniling now. He's looking a

little...he' s kind of thinking now. Because, see, this brings
us face to face with having to face sone opposition. vgoud have

agencies that wou'd tell you, no, we don't want to do that, gng
you' d ha,"e conpani es from whom products are purchased sayi ng, we
don't want to do that. And senators do get campaign funds from
various sources, but | would rmuch rather see the Legislature at
| east undertake to do sonething |ike what Senator Landis offered
where we are, as a Legislature, dealing with an jssye and not
trying to regul ate individual conduct because mne is not going
=oberegulated. Aslong as somebody can smoke a cjgarette in

here, | can drink out of anything I want to. of | canhave any
kind O.f item | wantto in here. And until they come up and S|ap
the cigarettes, slap the cigars, slap the pipe out of sonebody' s
head, then theY' re not going to take anything away from ne. And
even if they slap these snoking products out of people's head

they’'re not going to take anything fromme. That's what we're
getting down to, and you need to kpnow that not everybody s

?I%ng to roll over and be treated like they' re sonebody”s child.

..nobodK in here is my father or mother. They don't tell
... thi ma\M){at to doin

tell ne s is the kid, you' re going to tell

the Legislative Chanber where | was sent by my constituents'?
Why, 1've never heard such a |ane-brajned silly thing in ny
life. I would defy anybody or any collection of somebody's  to

take something fromme that | put on this desk, jndthat' s how
deeply | feel about it because there gar¢ Jaws and there are
policies that are put in place and they have the stanp of that
attitude of people who think they' re strong, thinking they' re
going to be in a position to lord it over sonebody they perceive
as weak. I haveto keep trying to let people know that they
shoul dn't mistake ny good even tenperanent for \eakness. I'm
accommpdating and as easy to get along with as anybody will
allOWrre to be, but when a group are going to try to st art
irtruding on what | can do, now they can do it with women and
tell themif you try to do such and such, we're going to have g
law to stop youfromnmaking that decision, let those sane ones
try to stop ne. We' |l go nose tonose, eyeball to eyeball,
mano a mano. But the |egislature is not going to do what |
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would suggest which is going beyond what Senator Landis
mentioned. Let us enact legislation this session that prohibits
the state from purchasing any styrofoam product.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: In the meantime, let the Executive Board take
the decision and have it ratified by the Legislature that the
Legislature will purchase no styrofoam products, no styrofoam
products, period. Senator Hefner, would you support a
proposition like that? Senator Hefner, would you support the
Executive Board adopting the position that the Legislature will
purchase no styrofoam products of any kind?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Senator Chambers, I'd like to consider...I'd
like to have the Exec Board consider degradable styrofoam.

SZNATOR CHAMBERS: No, would you answer the question that I
asked? There are...if it's not degradable, would you be in
favor of the Executive Board adopting the policy that the
Legislature will purchase no styrofoam products which are not
degradable?

SENATOR HEFNER: That's okay with me.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And you'll support it?

SENATOR HEFNER: Yes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Pirsch, please.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. Do I see five
nands? I do. Those in favor of ceasing debate please vote aye,
opposed nay. Record, please.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 1 nay to cease debate, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Debate ceases. Senator Moore, the floor is
yours.
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SENATOR MOORE: Just to rem nd you what this amendnent does, it
just sinply says that it would go into effect in next session

and the fact of the matter is | have noproblemwth the
statement that Senator Hefner and Senator Johnson would like ;4
see us make. The only problem| have is when you make very

good-intentioned statements like this there are consequences,

thi nk, Senator Hefner and Senator Johnson chose to ignore and
maybe because |'ma former Page nyself, | think the body would
be a little more reasonable to do something like this. yag
there are alternatives, you can go to the cerami c or glass cups.
There, obviously, is some paper product oyt there but,

as
said, the wholesalers that | visited with do not have sonethi ngl;
that they said was suitable for hot products. And | think
Senator Landis is right, pbut the fact of the matter is, gg]
learned painfully last year when | voted against the diaper
bill, I mean, it' s one of those things when people |ike Senator
Johnson and Senator Hefner bring this to you, it kind of poxes
you in. If you don't want to vote no on the amendment, you

could vote for this...vote for ny anendnment and acconplish the
sanme thing and in turn allow the executive Board Executive Board
to develop a policy that would be quiteworkable and be, you
know, be something that could acconplish the same goals,
wouldn't  cause hardship or problems with how we presently
operate. | just ask for the adoption of the anendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thequestion is the zdoption of t he Moore

anendment to LR 231. All in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Have
you all voted? Record.

CLERK: 2 ayes, 13 nays on adoption of the  amendment.,
Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion fails. Anything further, Nr. Qerk' ?
CLERK: Not hing further on the resolution, Nr. President.
CLERK: Senator Johnson.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Just ask for a vote on the anendnent, or on
the resol ution.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers. |t is debatabl e.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairnman and nenbers of the Legislature,
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any resolution that comes before the body that deals with an

issue that | think requires discussion on ny part, I'mgoing to
discuss it. I don'tcare howlong the discussion goes. |
didn't bring the resolution. If | bring one that is
controversial in the minds of one or gsome, it's going to be
discussed. So |I'm not one of those people who, just to get
along will go along, will refuse to discuss something that I
feel |I' ve got to discuss. | don't like us to rush to judgnment
or. things like this. Remember, we're making g profound

statement and since we' re naking a profound statenent we need
sone prOf ound di scussi on. And it's so. easy to go al on t et
al ong. Some years ago | was reading an esSay by %al pR V\gl do
Emerson and he had tal ked about the thipngs that people don' t
have the character to refrain fromdoing. He said, whenthere
are people who want to beg fromhimand he feels they' re not
entitled to what they are seeking to beg fromhim it's nuch
easier to give in and give to that beggar than to withhold it on
rinciple. There area lot of things with which menbers of this
ody disagree, but decide to go along just to make ;¢ a nice
good club and everybodygets along. But when it's an issue of
substance to some people, you saw how t he gang of four fractured
yesterday, didn't you, and you see how the city got annihil ated,
and | applaud Senator Moore and Senator Hefner, I meant ggpator
Lanb for what they did. The lanbs put to rout the urban wolves.
I mean, those urban senators were fighting for that noney, that
honest ead exenption idea. They came forth with all the power at
their disposal and they were routed, sent yapping with their
little tails between their legs and ears sticking straight out

behind them they're noving so fast in defeat. The only way
theK could haw noved faster would be if the{ wouyld run
backwards and usually ynu run faster forward than backwards, gpq
| watched that in amarenent. | sypported the city slickers, but

they got royally trounced yesterday. But | read in the paper
where they're going to get that all back together, they' re going
to be manipul ated and greased and snoot hedover and they' |l be
brought back and hitched to the wagon and suckered again as they
were last year. City suckers, not cityv slickers.

I cannot allow nmyself to be put in that posture by ééPthé?Bﬁg
with things that | disagree with just to be +the nice uy and
just to get along. Therew ||l be other occasi ons when can be
a nice guy and you' |l know that when | suypport you | really
support you and that will mean nore to you than sonme of this
shal | ow, superficial going along to get along because you don't
know what manner of support you' ve got from people |I. ke that and
they may turn around and be the very one to pull the rug from
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under your feet without telling you that they have changed, that
they were never for you in the first place. |'mopposed to this
resolution and | hope that we will vote it down. |f thereis a
genuine and sincere desire to have the Legislature make a
statenent relative to styrofoam products, the issue should be
present ed to the Executive Board for serious consideration and
we should go beyond styrofoam cups because |'d venture to say
that there is far nore styrofoamin gther materials that the
Legislature purchases than in the cups that are used by the
menmbers or whoever else uses them Sometines they are used when
senators have neetings and.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: .. . outsiders cone into those neetings. The
serve them coffeeor whatever else is being offered in the %//

of a beverage. We shoul d vote down the resolution and e
matter should be given to the Executive Board and we should taﬁ

a serious, meaningful decision, npot this tokenismbecause it is
not enforceable anyway.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Pirsch.

SENATOR PIRSCH: | respectfully call the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: There has been 0n|y one Smaker, Senator

Pi rsch. I will not recognize it, but thank you. Senator
Peterson.
SENATOR R. PETERSON: | want to call the question tqgg. Let 's

get on with this.

SPEAKER BARRETT: There are no other lights on at the present
time, it will not be necessary. Senator Rod Johnson, to close.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Nr. Pr esident, nenbers, and you thought the

abortion debate was going to he hot, but...this, this is
.this is one statement that | think theody can neke. |f

this amendnent, or this resolution dges fail since | am

menber of the Executive Board | will be taking requests and I

hope hand-in-hand wi th Senator Chanbers to the board to g

look into options to purchasing materials other than styrofoam
materials to be used not only in this body, but in other
government agencies. So, obviously, |'mgoing to ask for a
green vote in this case, but if it fai?/s the issue will not
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die. I will take it on then to the Executive Board.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question is the adoption of LR 231. Those
in favor please vote aye, opposed nay. Voting on the adoption
of LR 231. Please vote if you'd care to vote. Have you all
voted? Senator Chambers, for what purpose do you rise?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I want this resolution to have 25 votes
before it can be declared passed.

SPEAKER BARRETT: That request is in order. I'm sorry, I am
advised we are in the middle of a vote, Senator Chambers, so I
will not recognize it. Otherwise, it would have been in order.
Have you all voted? Record. A request for a call of the house.
Senator Chambers requests a call of the house. The question is,
shall the house go under call? All in favor vote aye, opposed
nay. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: While we're going under call, could you advise
us of the rule that the Chair is operating under with respect to
the vote total necessary to pass or not pass this particular
resolution? I recall we do have a resolu...a rule about
ceremonial resolutions and I'm interested in the Chair's
perception sc that we'll know, as we vote, what the situation

is.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Landis, please check Rule 4,
Section 5, page 31 of our rule book. You'll find the
distinction between the ceremonial and the 25 votes, I believe.
Any member may request that there be a majority of the members
elected. Otherwise, a majority of those present is all that is

necessary.

SENATOR LANDIS: And that is not voting, but present, is that
right? Would the Chair announce the number necessary to pass
the resolution in that case if it's a majority of those present.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Simply a majority of those present.

SENATOR LANDIS: Right. What is the number present
now...(interruption)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Oh, I'm sorry, Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: ...so0 we'll know the amount necessary to
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constitute such a majority? Would the Chair announce that
number for the body?

SFEAKER BARRETT: We are under call. Members that are outside
trhe Legislative Chamber, please return. Please record,
Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 6 nays to go under call, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The house is under call. Now, members, please
return to your seats and record your presence. Senator Landis,
I believe in answer to your question, we would have to look to
the second line of section 5 which says an affirmative vote of a
majority of the members present and voting. Therefore, it would
b= a simple majority and the members excused would be
irrelevant, members present and voting. Senator Haberman,
Senator Smith, record your presence. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, would you say what you just
said again. I was trying to follow.

SPEAKER BARRETT: I was answering Senator Landis's question,
fenator Chambers, in which he was asking for a specific number.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And your reason for saying that just a
majority of those who actually vote is based on what?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Present and voting.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, the only ones who can vote are
~hose present, so to say present and voting I think means
something other than just those who vote. You've got to be here
to vote, so the word present means something in addition to just
those who are sitting in this Chamber voting. I think it means
~#hoever is present.

SPEAKER BARRETT: I was interpreting the rule as the Chair
thought it should be interpreted.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: (inaudible.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank vyou. Senator Haberman. Senator
Haberman, the house is under call. Roll call vote has been
requested. A machine vote has been requested on the adoption of
L...I'm sorry, a roll call on the adoption of the amendment.
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Mr. Clerk, would you proceed.

CLERK: (Roll call vote read. See page 253 of the Legislative
Journal.) 22 ayes, 12 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of the
resolution.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The resolution is adopted. Anything for the
record, Mr. Clerk? New bills?

CLERK: Mr. President, I do.
SPEAKER BARRETT: The call is raised.

CLERK: Mr. President, a hearing notice from the Natural
Resources Committee offered by Senator Schmit as Chair.

New bills: (Read LBs 1080-1090 by title for the first time.
Sze pages 254-56 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, Senator Withem has amendments to be printed to
LB 567A and Senator Smith to LB 610.

Mr. President, I have a priority motion.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Mr. Clerk, proceed.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Chambers would move to reconsider
the vote on adoption of LR 231.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Chambers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,

if the Legislature is going to try to impose some kind of
conduct on the other members, it should at ieast be done by a

majority vote of the members of the Legislature. That
resolution did not get a majority vote, and I'll tell you
something else. The Legislature is governed by the
Constitution, the Legislature is also governed by the statutes
anc the Legislature is governed by its rules. What happens in
this Legislature is determined by rules. This resolution did
not amend the rules. This resolution's contents does not
constitute a rule. It's just a statement and it was passed by
less than a majority of the members of the Legislature. So 1

thiink it ought to be reconsidered and I think when that next
vote is taken we should defeat the resolution and you should put
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the matter before the Executive Board. And i f the Executive
Board comes up with a policy position and the Legislature really
means it, then a policy can be established by the Executive

Board relative to purchases made by the Legi sl ature. It can
make recommendations to other agencies, but that is all it is,
is a recoomendation. |f the Executive Board adopts that policy
position for the |.egislature, we then should consider a bill

that woul d prohibit the state frompurchasing any nondegradable
styrof oam products. Since this piece of paper that was Vvoted on
is not arule, it cannot even purport togovern the conduct of
the Legislature or inpact on how the Legislature conducts
itself. |I'mnot aware of any provision in thé Constitution that
says the Legislature is governed by resolution, andthere is not
any little piece of paper that is going to stop me frombringing
a styrofoam cup on ny desk. Very rarely do | have anything on
my desk like that anyway, but |1'mgoing to make sure | have ~gpe
onmy desk from now on, make sure | have it on my desk from now
on. There is not even a majority that said that [ can't do that
or shouldn't do it or that they wish | wouldn't do it or request
=hat | not do it. Andit seens to me t hat the Legis|ature
should not want to conduct business in this fashion.” | g|so
think we need to look at that rule that says that if you want
najority vote on a resolution, the request has to be nade prior
to the initiation of the vote or the conmmencenent of ihe vyote
At any point, it should be allowable to say you want a rajority
of those voting, but since that is the rule I' |l nake it a point
on all the resolutions that | take any interest in, nhether | 'm
for or against them to say that there should be a majority vote
cn every resolution, then we can have enough time to properly
and adequately consider these profound statements incorporated
in these resolutions. But I want it crystal clearfor the
record that there was not a mgjority vote on Senator Johnson's
resolution, and anything |ess than a majority cannot even
purport to bind ne to anything. So what | wish we would do is

vote to reconsider. Then if a majority of you want to try to
i npose this, then there can at |east be a majority. Buti f it
were my resolution, and it is not, | wouldn't want 1t if there
was |l ess than a majority vote on it. That woul d make tphe
Le?islature I ook ridiculous. Less than a majority byan
a=firmative vote can bind the majority. That's what we' re doing

here. We're not just passing a resolution, we're attenpting to
regul ate what the Legislature does and less than a ngjority can

do that regulating. It's all right to haveless than a majority
of the elected members vote to adjourn or place the house nger
Call, but, on final action whose i ntent is t o bind the
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Legi sl ature, there should always be a requirenent of at least 4
mejority of the elected menbers. Although this can qualify as a
cerenmpni al resolution because it is not attenpting to anend the

Constitution or those other things that would pe., pentioned in

section 2 of the rule, it is far nore than ceremonial. Those

other resolutions that say honor a foothall teamor 5 paseball

team or basketball teamor sonebody |lived to be a hundreéi years

and honor them that can be dealt with |less than a maj ority
because it doesn't mean anything. It doesn't relate to the
activities of the Legislature or its staff. This piece of paper
that was voted on and adopted by fewer than a majority of the
menbers purports to regulate the conduct of the Legislature.

That is irrational. That makes no sense, but it fits the
stereotypical picture that people have of the Legislature, doing

things in haste which, upon calmreflection, are revealed to be
silly. I don't know of anything sill ier than a Legislature
allowing itself to be governed by a proposition that IeSs than a

mpjority has voted for. | will not be governed by it. As soon

as this is over, I"'mgoing to go get my styrofoam cup even
though | don't have them here now, put 1T right out there on ny

desk and |I' Il hold it in my hand. Now they had 23 votes,

22 votes on this so whichever one cones can expect to have at

| east 21 others to help him or her take the styrofoam cup from
me, and that's the pcint that we have reached. | think it is
irresponsible for the |egislature to pretend that something

significant was donehefe. Resolutions are not binding. This

isnot arule. I think that |1've said about enough on this

nmotion to reconsider.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. Senator RodJohnson, please.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Nr. President, as | said, and | have
reiterated it here today that, regardless of the past, the |gg

vote t hat was taken that | would be taking this request to the
Executive Board and at that point Senator Chanbers and | and the
other nmenbers of the Execztive Board will then 5ye

- X k a simlar
di;cussion, | assume, put as, | think Senator Chanbers said
earlier in the debate, politics js a dirty business and
unfortunately, in this case, the minority did win. | have no
problemw th his decision to reconsider and, as | said, the
ha=tie, as he has indicated, is not over. There is still a lot
to be done and we will have to discuss within the Executive
Board and | have already instructed my staff to send a request
to Senator Labedz's office to put this issue on the agenda so
that we can begin the discussion as soon as possi bl egn ﬂowwe
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may be able to purchase items other than styrofoam to  compl

with the resolution. aid, | think back about nine
o' clock, | didn't want totakea| of of time with this ut,
obviously, there is concern here and | respect that but, from

the begi nning, ny concern has been on how e move forward in
this state, change public attitude about the disposal of itens
hat clutter our landfills and, quite frankly, this afternoon

ou will get another opportunity to talk about a nore binding
ind of issue with | B163 and the solid waste nagenment
guestion and | hope that Senator Chanbers is as equally active

in the discussion of that proposal that begins, hopefull v,
moving this state down the path of discussing the future of
solid waste disposal and how we night solve ¢t hat problem but

not to spend any nore tinme with this. | hope we nove to a vote
at some point to decide this issue once agnd for all and then
again, as | said, the request has already been made to the

Executive Board to take up thi's topic at our next neeting.

SPEAKER CHAMBERS: The Chair recogni ses Senator Schi mek, Senator
Hefner next.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and menbers of the
body. Senator Chambers, | hope you' re goi ng to be listening
because 1'mgoing to give you a lesson in brevify. | am also,
Senator Chambers, as irritated as I am about this discussion
this nmorning, how it has dragged on, 'm going to support your
motion to reconsider pecause | thi nk that we' ve spent far too
much time on a little, tiny resolution here that really (oesn't
address the issue that we all want to address and we are goi ng
to have the opportunity this afternoon, hopefully, if  we ever
get to it, to discuss the nore \NElghty ki nds of issues that
Senat or Chambers has suggested that we should be di scussing

I think that we will do it well then if Senator Johnson Wla||d
take his resolution to the Executive Board, e can accomplish
what we want to acconplisthere; the consm ousness ralsin
think has gone on this morning; | think all Senator Johnson
wanted to do was to raise our consciousness on this Issue” 4o
raise the consciousness of the public on this issue. |don't
think he meant to involve us in a protracted e ere. I
al so agree with Senator Chanbers that it shoul talt<e ZE votes on
any resolution that s of consequence to the body that causes
this kind of debate, should probably take 25 votes, and anything
that is rule like should also take 25 votes. Tperefore, | would
support Senator Chambers' nption to reconsi der.
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Hefner.
SENATOR HEFNER: Question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: That won't be necessary, Senator Hefner, thank
you. We have no other lights on. Senator Chambers, would you
like to close? Thank you. Closing has been waived and the
question before the body is the adoption of the Chambers notion
to reconsider the vote taken on LR 231. Those in favor p|ease
vote aye, opposed nay. \oting on the reconsideration notion,
have you all voted? Have you all voted if you care to vote?
Please record.

CLERK: 15 ayes, 14 nays, M. President, on the npotion to
reconsider.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The motion to reconsider fails. Anything for
the record, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Nothing at this time, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Mr. Clerk, my we pr Oceed to a notion that |
bel i eve you have on your desk af this tinme?

CLERK: M. President, | have, first of all, 3 hearing notice as
offered by Senator Rod Johnson as Chairof the Agriculture
Committee. Pursuant to the terms of that hearing notice, | also

have a notion from Senator Johnson, \. President, that would
suspend Rule 3, Section 13, 5o as to_pernit cancellation of a
hearing schedul ed, | believe, for next Tuesday. (Re: LB 1004.
See page 257 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Johnson.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Speaker Barrett, nembers of the
Legislature, we had scheduled a hearing on pseudorabies that
Senator Carson Rogers had introduced. \ had checked with his
office yesterday to see if it would be appropriate to have a

hearing next Tuesday when the Agriculture Comittee ets,
Unfortunately, we were given the signal of going gﬁnead Witrﬁe tthat

bill but this nmorning we were notified by Senator Rogers and the
Department of Agriculture that there was sonme conflict between
the hearing date next Tuesday and he had requested that | please
change the agenda for next Tuesday. Andso!| haverequestedthe
Chai r to allow me to suspend the rules and delete that
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SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: (Recorder not activated) ...the George W
Norris Legislative Chanber. The opening prayer this norning b
the Reverend Richard Scheerer, Pastor of Vine OongregationaY
United Church of Christ, here in Lincoln. Reverend Scheerer.

REVEREND SCHEERER:  (Prayer offered.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou so much, Reverend Scheerer. e nope
you can come back again for another day. Rol| call.

ASSI STANT CLERK: There is a quorum present, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou, sir. Any reports, announcenents,
or messages?

ASSISTANT CLERK: Yes, Nr. President, a couple gof jtems.
Senat or i hing has designated LB 1050 as his priority bill ‘45,
this session; Senator Hall, IB 346; andLR 231is readyfor your
signature.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, sir. While the Legislature is in
session and capabl e of transacting business, | propose q gjqgn
and | do sign LR 231. Furt her announcenent that the ClerK is
still receivding new billls, kintrOdUCtion ofd new bills will
continue today. Nr. Clerk, let's procee to General File
Speaker priority bills from 1989 begi nning with LIS SCA. '
ASSISTANT CLERK: Nr. President, LR8 was introduced by the
Judiciary Conmi ttee. (Read.) Thebill wasreadon January 18
of last year for the first tinme. It was referred to the
Judiciary Committee. That committee reports LR 8 to General
File with conmittee anendnments, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. To handle the committee

anmendnents, the Chair recogni ses Senator Kristensen.

SENATOR 'KRISTENSEN:  Thank you, Nr. Speaker, and members. This
is the constitutional amendnent, if you will renmenber |ast year,
and | would like to giveyou a little bit of g background and
review of what we did last year with the Supreme Court, sndthe
problemthat we had with the backlog in the Supreme Court of
appeals in this state. Presently our Constitution gives us the
absolute right of appeal to the Nebraska Suprene court of any
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that to happen. They took pride in the fact that they were pe
smal | est school that was involved in that participation. They
certainly did represent our state in a very admirable amii
commendabl e fashi on and provi ded sonme coverage, through nationa
TV, when those parades were followed. And this is sinply then a
resol uti on acknow edgi ng the conduct and the activities of these
young people. So | would nove its adoption.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion? Seeing none, those in
favor of the adoptionof the resolution, offered by Senator
Warner, please vote aye, opposed nay. Record.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays, Nr. President, gn adoption of LR 235.
SPEAKERBARRETT: LR 235 is adopted. LR 238, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: Nr. President, 238, by Senator Chambers, is found on
page 269 of the Journal, discusses the styrofoamcup issue.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  (Gavel.)

SECTOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and nenbers of the Legislature,
| have, fromtine to tine, expressed ny irritation at various
resol utions that are brought before us. | haven't been able to
inpact at all on the introduction of such resolutions, 54 a5 |
i ndi cated the other day, since | can't beat themI'll join them
But this is a serious resolution which is in |ogical sequence to
the one adopted the other day relative to a styrofoam cup ban.
The resolution says the follow ng: Wher eas, on January 10,
1990, the Legislature, by a vote of less than a majority of the
el ected menbers, adopted LR 231 and, Whereas, LR 231 directs
that the Legislature ban the use of styrofoamcontainers by
Senators and staff of the Leg-i slature; and, M\Whereas, blatant

violation of this irective is possible, nay
likely,...Nr. Chairman, and Wereas, violations should not be
ignored, Now, therefore, pe it resolved by the nenbers of the
Ninety-First Legislature of Nebraska, Second Session: Tpnat the

Executive =~ Board of Legislature establish a corps of 100
confidential informants to ferret out and inform gagainst
suspected violators of the styrofoam ban. These are such

i nportant provisions that | think | ought to discuss each one.
We don't have enough state troopers to |l ook into the enForcerrent

of this wveryinportant directive contained in LR 231, g4 since
the Legislature undertook to 40 this by |ess than a majority
which means that 22 are trying to tell 27 what to do and what
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not to do, it's only appropriate that the Legislature also
establish an enf orcenment arm. The next resolve. That
applicants for such corps file an application with the
Superintendent of the Nebraska State Patrol who shall recomend

informants to the Executive Bopard. Since the State Patrol
al ready has a system whereby they use confidential informants to
obtain information on citizens, ' feel they are the nost capable

and | ogical group to train the informants who will work in
conjunction with the Legislature in enforcing this serious
policy. That suchcorps of informants be known as Fi nders of
Qutl awed Legislative Styrofoam or FOOLS.T hat such FoOoOLS
receive at | east eight hours of informants training fromthe

State Patrol. That such FOOLS i nform agaj nst ted
violators to any nenmber of the custodial staff of thseu%[l)ﬁ?cﬁ ng

Division for appropriate divjsion,..disposition. That al |
styrof oam cups in the possession of the Legislative Accounting
O fice be turned over to Senator Ernie Chanbers forthwith. o
there are some people who have chuckled at this, but you'll
notice that at no pOI nt did | crack a smle, at no juncture have

| laughed. The Legislature made a profound and serious
statement the other day worthy of a Legislature of this girine
So what | am proposing is that we show the seriousness ur

intent by enforcing what | consider to be a sj||y proposition,

but which 22 feel is very serious. This directive in LR 231 is

not a rule. The Legislature's conduct is governed b¥ its rules
a

not resolution. So it has no inpact of any kind as r as 1|'m
concerned. I had thought instead of requiring reports of
violators to go to the custodial staff that they mi ght should go
tc a member of the Governor's staff, because ohe is so

interested in enforcingdrug laws. And this kind of fits into
the category because an attenpt has been made to make styrofoam
a banned commodity, possession of w'hich canbe ~deemed
i nappropriate. And | thought the most capable person in the
Governor's staff to handle this was Gary Rex. Butsince he's
got too many jobs, | couldn't do that. He heads Policy
Research, the Energy Office, Housing and he's got g npew
designation, that of official fall guy of the administration.
And when a person ha that nuch of a burden to carry, this
serious responsibility that I'm contenplating here certainly
should not be i mposed upon his delicate shoul ders. Now, some
peopl e, some people may see this entire thing, senator Conway
as a teereSt In a Styrofoamtea cup. But | don't see it as’
bei ng that because the Legislature took about an hour and a half
of time to discuss it. Despite ny feeling that if we were going
to take some serious, meaningful action with reference to
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